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Here we go again
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The biennial, two year, cycle of putting a sales tax measure on the ballot to fund the Sonoma Marin Rail Transit System, (SMART), is in motion again.  And, as usual, misleading information is in the forefront.

Once again the number prominently referenced is the 5000 weekday “passengers” the system will serve. This gives the impression that 5000 different people will use the train during the day. Again, SMART neglects to note that this represents 2500 people going to work and returning, 2500 people making two trips, not 5000 people. 

The impression is also given that this number (5000) represents the  number of cars that might possibly be taken off 101, not the maximum potential of 2500 commuter vehicles.  Unfortunately, many of these trips won’t be diverting car passengers but existing Golden Gate bus passengers who will ride the train instead of the bus. The impact of this on bus ridership is totally ignored.

Does anyone think the current Golden Gate bus routes will be kept in service when the train goes into operation?  Bus routes will be terminated, further reducing people’s choices for transportation.  Let’s hope the present bus riders’ destinations are near a train station because there will no longer be bus stops throughout the cities.

As a point of reference regarding the possible 2500 train passengers in 2025, Metropolitan Transportation Commission and Association of Bay Area Governments data show the average annual growth in vehicles registered in Sonoma County is about 6000 vehicles.  One year’s growth in vehicle ownership will equal twice the total people SMART hopes to carry in 2025.

The trains will not significantly reduce traffic on 101.  The SMART report itself so notes this. “ Although the reduction in travel demands may not show improvements in highway operations (i.e., the level of service still remains the same), the proposed project offers an alternative to driving the congested roadway during the weekday commute periods.”
Another point, these potential 2500 vehicles that might be taken off 101 will not be taken off over the whole 70 mile length of the SMART system. Some will be taken off between Cloverdale and Santa Rosa, some between Santa Rosa and Petaluma, and some between Petaluma and Marin.

Imagine how much could be done for our roads if the same amount of money, ($600 plus million), were used for roads rather than rail.

Keep this information in mind during the next several months as the pro-SMART propaganda system cranks up for the vote on a sales tax increase to fund SMART.

On the local level, while praising the glories of mass transit, our City Council doesn’t provide even simple benches for most of the passengers of the local bus system.  Except for the two school runs each day, most of the local passengers are seniors or people with no cars who could use a place to sit after walking to a bus stop.

In particular, the stop at N. McDowell and Southpoint Blvd that serves the Petaluma Health Center serves many mothers with small children and yet provides no benches. Perhaps Petaluma should show as much interest in local, non affluent passengers as it does for the proposed countywide train commuters.

********************************

Change of subject.  Sunday’s Press Democrat reported a fight between sixteen and eighteen members of two gangs in the Denny’s parking lot.  One person suffered knife wounds.

I think the time has come to stop treating our developing gang problem as just one of many enforcement problems.  It needs the concentrated attention given to DUI check points. Sixty or ninety days of concentrated attention to gang membership, gang hangouts and gang residences could reverse the increasing level of gang activity.  Normal patrol and investigation activities can be reduced for such a period without Petaluma becoming a crime capital.

