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The selection to fill in the remaining two years of Mayor Torliatt’s vacated council seat went reasonably well. Gossip has it that former councilmember Healy was the victim of political ambitions.  Supposedly, he, Mayor Torliatt and councilmember O'Brien are each interested in running for County Supervisor in 08 and his continued presence on the council would give him exposure to the voters, enhancing his chances.  To avoid this, the others thought it unwise to give him that exposure.

Our new councilmember, Samantha Freitas, will be a welcome addition.  By being appointed rather than elected, she carries no obligation to either the slow growth or no growth councilmembers. She may need some time to get up to speed on items immediately before the council but her work as a former executive director of the Petaluma Downtown Association has given her experience in dealing with both the business community and the city.

I hope she will be an advocate for information being brought to the public’s attention in a more open and timely fashion before decisions are made.  She might give thought to asking, “Why does this decision need to be made so quickly? What is the rush to get this project approved?” My answer would be, “ Because public attention fades after a decision has been made.”

*******

An editorial in the Press Democrat on Petaluma crime statistics stated, “Gangs, for example, challenge police and social agencies to find new solutions”.  This reminded me of one of my favorite sayings, “If you keep doing what you’ve been doing, you’ll keep getting what you get”.  I speculated on what the police could do differently.

Several months ago a report on gangs indicated the police know of about 60 gang members residing in Petaluma.  It just so happens that we have about 60 police officers.  How about each officer being assigned one of those 60 gang members to keep an eye on?  Not heavy surveillance, just a special interest in.

I suspect that as officers began to recognize the person and his likely hangouts and friends, there might be a hesitancy of others to be in his presence.  This could greatly inhibit the development of larger gang related groups.  This is easy for me to suggest as I don’t have to implement it.  But, it might give someone in the police department a different idea of what pro-active policing could be.

Today’s paper noted a proposal to build a new police station. My immediate reaction was, “ Why, if we need more police on the street, do we need more indoor space for them to work?”

*****

On to another item, the cost and development of a new park on Washington St.  At one time there was talk of the developer of the new big box site at the old Kenilworth Jr. High location replacing several of the ball fields that will be eliminated by his development.  What a perfect opportunity for the city to negotiate for some such condition on the sale of city land behind the swim center to the developer.

*****

And lastly, touring downtown I noted the continued lack of city interest in remodeling, restoring, or replacing the railroad trestle behind the Great Petaluma Mill.  This eyesore continues to be a blight on downtown.  It certainly takes away from the rest of the recent downtown development.  The City Council has obviously decided to retain the trestle for rail use as they have spent heavily to encase the railroad tracks in cobblestones from Washington St. to F St.  Why can’t they get started on making the trestle portion useful for pedestrians and bicyclists? 

