        It’s been a good year
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Christmas shopping in downtown Petaluma should be good this year.  The Basin St project (The Theater District) is pretty much complete with time for some new businesses to move in and get established.  It’s been hoped this increase in the number of businesses (including eating and drinking establishments) will provide a much greater draw from surrounding areas than our old downtown could by itself.

The city was fortunate in having one company (Basin St.) doing the whole Theater District/First St. development.  Can you imagine what it would have been like if each block had one or more separate developers?  We’d still be years away from completion.   

While we might lament the additional pedestrian and vehicular traffic downtown, it’s that influx of new people downtown that gives us locals a greater choice of where to shop and where to dine.  We benefit every day of the year while visitors only get to enjoy the ambiance occasionally.

There’s still some concern that the old and the new downtown centers will be seen as two separate  attractions for business.  A lot has been done to draw the two areas together with the common cobblestone theme (another story) between both areas. 

One major step still waiting to happen is the restoration of the railroad trestle as a pedestrian walkway along the turning basin behind the Great Petaluma Mill. This would greatly encourage day trippers from other cities to explore both old and new downtown. Something may be in the works on this although I’ve heard nothing definite.  I hope so because in its current condition it’s ugly.

*******

Traffic all around town is a constant irritant and something people are always ready to complain about.  I’m as annoyed as anyone else but have begun to accept the idea that, living in a larger town with more commercial and retail development, traffic in Petaluma is a way of life.

From what I’ve experienced, the new attempts to smooth traffic seem to be working.  The signal on Washington St. at Copeland (the new transit center) is encouraging many to bypass downtown by using Copeland and D St.  This helps reduce the congestion at Washington St. and Petaluma Blvd.

The “lane diet” on Petaluma Blvd North also seems to be working, although some have said there are backups at peak periods. Being retired, I have the option of avoiding peak period travel and so may not be experiencing traffic during the worst periods.

While traffic flow seems OK, the attention to fixing pot holes could be better.

*******

The small amount of rain thus far into the rainy season could cause a problem next summer. The flip side however is less chance of flooding again this year.  

Unless the rains pickup, we’ll have to make adjustments in the use of outside water next year.  This could be an opportunity to try water saving techniques other than just raising the price we pay for water.

In previous shortages, reduced use has been obtained by mandating that homes on odd and even sides of the street be allowed landscape watering only on odd and even days of the month.  An added condition of no daytime watering has sometimes been added to further limit water use.

I’m not to sure this concept will work so well now that many newer homes have automatic watering systems.  It’s something that could be considered before resorting to more complex solutions.

On the public safety side of things, the police seem to be aggressively addressing gang problems and maintaining our sense of public safety.

********

All things considered, this has been a pretty good year in Petaluma.  

Happy holidays.

