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I’ve noticed how easy it is for people to “spend” Other Peoples' Money.  It’s done all the time in government. Tax receipts are always Other Peoples' Money.  The people making the decisions on what to spend money on, how much to spend and who will benefit, have little need or desire to be thrifty, they’re not spending their own money.  

The unfortunate result is that money contributed by a large anonymous group of people (taxpayers) is often, or even usually, spent to further the desires of  small, select groups of people with specific interests in programs of their own.

Perhaps we should look behind the scenes for more insight.  We’ve often heard someone championing a cause say, “ I’m willing to spend more for (pick one) clean air, clean water, mass transit, a sustainable environment, affordable housing, etc.”

On the surface this seems to be an admirable statement of principal and a willingness to put their money where their mouth is.  But look a little deeper and what is left unsaid is the comment, “ And I expect everyone else to chip in to pay for my interest.”

Let’s use the proposed rail transit system that’s being touted by many.  This proposal is designed to allow 2500 people to make 2 one-way trips to and from work each day.  This is counted as 5000 passenger trips. The initial deception is that it appears 5000 individual people will be using the train when in reality 2500 individuals will each make two trips.  But on to the money.

There are approximately 500,000 people in Sonoma County. These 500,000 people will all be paying sales tax to subsidize the 5000 passenger trips a day.  This amounts to every trip having to be subsidized by 100 other taxpayers not riding the train.

You can see why it’s so easy for the few supporters of the rail system to be willing to pay for mass transit --- they expect 500,000 other people to also contribute their money to subsidize the favored 2500 commuters.

To add insult to injury, very few low income workers could use a train to get to work but they will still have to pay sales tax to support those who use the train.

Imagine these other injustices:

Clean air ---  state legislation has now prohibited the use of cost saving do-it-yourself refills of auto air conditioning fluid.  That’s good, except, who has to recharge air conditioners?  Those with older cars who could save money by doing it themselves.  Let the poor pay.

Clean air again --- cars less than six years old don’t have to be smogged.  That makes sense, they’re in good shape with new engines.  However cars older than that have to be smogged.  That’s not too bad an idea except that as the cars get older they come under the tighter regulations that cost much more to meet.  Perhaps so much more that it cost more than the car is worth.  Who drives these cars? The poor.

Clean water ---  we’re paying for a high tech wastewater treatment plant in Petaluma because some want a state of the art facility that will treat wastewater to drinking water standards.  That’s great and won’t hurt those for whom the higher cost of water isn’t an economic matter.  But, all those other water users in Petaluma will also have to pay the added cost for the unnecessarily high tech plant.  Again, so the elite can have their way, the poor will have to pay.

I’ve used the word “elite” in a way not meant to be snobbish.  This elite isn’t a group of super wealthy people.  They’re for the most part probably median income families making in the low $60,000’s.  But, what they, and our legislators don’t realize is that when they promote a law or regulation they can afford, all the people below them in income have to pay the same amount they do.

I would hope those making laws or pushing for more regulations while taking the position that, “these laws and regulations are affordable to the average person”, will realize that for half of the total population, the “below average people”, they impose a hardship.

I hope our legislators will keep this in mind when approving new laws and regulations.              

