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Doing too good a job
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It isn’t often citizens complain that public employees are working too hard but that seems to be the case. The current program to clear up blight is seen by many as over doing a good thing.  

Having public officials come into a neighborhood to locate blight and get it appropriately cleaned up or repaired is a good idea. There are many cases where a junk prone neighbor is making the whole street look bad but no one wants to blow the whistle and be considered a fink. The public “inspectors” can intervene without creating a neighborhood feud.

But most people don’t realize how many of what they think are small things ( cracked sidewalks, overgrown hedges, carports ) are actually in violation of some ordinance.  Those in the neighborhood targeted for the first tryout of this process certainly didn’t expect their property to be questioned.  They supposed it would be the messy neighbor.

On the other hand, the inspectors were probably expecting to do the type of review a newly built upon lot would receive.  No one told them, “ This should just be a casual inspection to eliminate eyesores and hazardous conditions ”.

The result was overkill by the inspectors and surprise by the property owners.  I hope new instructions to the inspectors have already been given.

This type of over zealousness on the part of inspectors and bureaucrats is what makes me fear the future actions of water officials once the new water conservation program is implemented.  Oversight by a Water commission would allow for an appeal process. 

A major component is review and approval of residential landscaping.  This is to be followed by inspection of water flow control devices (faucets, showerheads, landscape water systems, etc) to insure they are up to code.  This could lead to the requirement of replacing toilets superceded by new rules.  

One of these new rules takes affect January 1, 2008 when the state is requiring 1.3 gallons per flush toilets.  I don’t expect we’d have to replace our 1.6 gallon toilets, but who knows how the city will interpret this until the rules are written.

We hear from more and more sources the term “nanny government” to give a name to the greater and greater intrusion into our lives by government and its rules and regulations.

Along this line, the short circuited plans to provide 38 condos in the old silk mill on Lakeville is a good example.  In a rush to operate under new water rules, the city has caused this and about 20 other projects to wait until the new General Plan is approved so they can apply the latest rules. 

What’s getting into our City Council?  Their mission seems to be to stop as much as possible from happening.  That may be the simple truth and the reason for relative calm in the local environmental community.  I’m surprised so many council members would buy into that but apparently they have decided to follow the Mayor’s lead.

Managing the city seems to have turned into real life game of Sim City, a computer game that allows the player to play God by creating his ideal city.

On a lighter note, let me tell you my latest environmental thought.  The biggest impacts from global warming are supposed to be a rise in sea level and more droughts.  My thought is that as the atmospheric temperature rises the air surrounding the earth will be able to hold more water in suspension.  Because the total amount of water is fixed, this will soak up much of the water from the melting ice, thereby reducing the oceans rise and making the earth more humid overall.  This latter condition will provide more rainwater for crops (though probably in different locations).

And another attaboy for the police department for continuing to keep after gangs.  By last report there were 60 known gang members living in Petaluma. I hope we’ll be kept informed if that number changes, so we won’t be surprised some day to find out there are many more.     

