Old news 2

Gone and usually forgotten
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I’m sure many of you have shared my experience of waiting in a doctor’s office, or some similar place, and having nothing to read but an old weekly news magazine.  You may also have shared the experienced of realizing that what was considered “Important News” when published, in the light of time passing, wasn’t news or even important.

It works the other way too.  Coming across “old news” can remind you either that “this has happened before” or “they still haven’t solved the problem”.

I read last week about the President receiving a September phone call from a Louisiana Senator calling his attention to the fact that the hurricane the day before had resulted in levees failing and the flooding of many neighborhoods in New Orleans (including the Ninth Ward).  The caller encouraged him to immediately make a trip to New Orleans to show his support for the people affected.

The interesting thing was that the President was Lyndon Johnson, the September was in 1965, the hurricane was Betsy, and the Senator was the late Russell Long.  We don’t associate that Katrina was just a larger Betsy forty years later and could happen again in another forty years.

In following the political scene this year, try to keep in mind those things that were deemed important at one time but are now not talked about.  From the local to the national arena, those seeking election want you to think only of problems that carry no blame.  Petaluma’s traffic and potholes, the state’s involvement in the electrical regulation debacle, the national failure to address health and immigration problems are examples of what’s not to be discussed

Locally, the development of the old Kenilworth site is moving right along and yet there has been no exposure of the project to the public.  The land has been purchased, buildings and foundations removed and yet the city hasn’t officially decided on the rezoning of the area for commercial use or whether the land presently zoned for single family homes should be OK’d for apartments.

Maybe there’s an occasional mention in the newspaper then months of nothing.  I have still to read anything that would lead me to believe that even one council member is officially aware of the project. It will be interesting to see if any of the candidates for this election are aware and/or have any opinions on the project.

Information was that the developer wants the project to be open for Christmas 2007.  The city council (whoever they will be) will sure have to act quickly to let the developer meet that schedule.  I’m upset because I see it as a deal already agreed to behind closed doors. The public participation will be a token effort designed to meet the minimum requirements of the law.

It’s not difficult to segway right into a similar scenario for a ball field at the fairgrounds and a 65 year extension of the fairgrounds lease. The developer expects to meet with the Fair Board this week and agree to a development package.  This is supposed to go to the council in early October.  I can’t see any action by the council until after the elections however.  It’s a hot potato.

The fairgrounds has been there since 1936 and still has 17 years to go on its lease.  What’s the rush other than to ram something through before the public can evaluate what’s happening.

On another subject, this week is the fifth aniversary of the 9/11 attack.  It should be noted that as many American soldiers have been killed in Afghanistan and Iraq since then as there were people killed on 9/11.  We have doubled the number of Americans killed as the result of the attack. A strange balance exists in that half have died because of decisions made in Afghanistan by bin Laden and half because of decisions made in Washington by our Commander-in-Chief.

