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I just came across an early document relating to the General Plan update.  The city council made the update a priority in January 1999, funded it at $214,000 later that year, and spent $122,000 on staff work by June 2000.  

This was supposed to be a four year, $3million work effort and has been going on for over six years at a cost approaching $6million. The General Plan is still not approved.  

Last year ago I lamented the time this planning was taking.  This year I postulated that perhaps some members of the council were delaying approval until there might be a council majority favorable to different environmental standards. It now looks like that might happen.

Our recent elections provide for the possibility of the council reopening the final General Plan (which is now almost through all city commissions and committees) to revision.  Depending on who the council selects to fill Pam Torliatt’s council seat, the issue of the General Plan update and the next twenty years of development in Petaluma may be significantly changed from what six years of planning has accomplished.  

Let’s hope that the General Plan won’t be tweaked into costing more millions when the money could be spent on what citizens need NOW, like better streets and more playing fields.  

Delay is a well used political tactic to deny the benefits of acting on needs.  The delay in finishing the General Plan has been used to put off decision making on many issues.  With the existence of our Urban Growth Boundary, most of the land that’s available for development is infill.  This means that there’s little opportunity for large scale planning as was done in the downtown area. 

All that’s left to plan are the policy items like affordable housing, bike lanes, water policy, floodplain use, recreation facilities, public safety, and of course Rainier (To be or not to be).

Can you believe we’ve spent over six years and $6million on the soft side (policies) of planning?

The other major delayed project is the East Washington Place development at the old Kenilworth site.  Now that we, (or at least the city manager), knows who’ll be sitting on the council in January can we expect the approval for this project to move right along?

I can’t understand what’s been keeping this approval from happening.  Perhaps the traffic problems associated with it are so bad no council member can reconcile approving it while still pretending to care about traffic congestion. 

On the other hand, approval by the present council would save the newcomers from having to deal with it.  They all know they either have two or four years before their next election or are leaving the council in January.  Either way, look for this project to finally move along.

I’m particularly interested in finding out what agreement was reached between the city and the developer for the necessary access across city property.  Will they pay us a lot of money?  Will they fix or rebuild our swim center (or both)?  Will they pay for a new police, fire, or city hall facility? Will they leave enough land behind the buildings to construct an eventual third through lane on 101 southbound?  Not the auxiliary lane now being scheduled, but an actual through lane.

Before the land sale is completed, I’d like to hear the council told in public session that the land is there for the third lane southbound.

With the holidays approaching, there are only two more City Council meetings before the newly elected members take office.  Let’s see what items get approved in these meetings. 

