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We’re a city that purports to be in favor of public transportation, but we seem to ignore or overlook providing minimal amenities for transit riders at many locations. Except for the two student related  trips to and from school each day, the vast majority of transit riders appear to be either senior citizens or young mothers with children.

Why is it then that many stops don’t have even basic benches for these people to sit on while waiting for a bus?  I can understand the city not wanting to put up the expensive glass sided and roofed shelters at stops where there are few riders.  (Or is it there are no riders because there’s no place to sit?)

Anyway, I’ve seen basic concrete, non-destructible, backless, simple benches in other cities.  They won’t keep a waiting passenger dry or out of the summer sun, but at least they could be sitting down while they’re waiting.  Come on City Council, you can do that much at least.

***********

People using cell phones in an emergency often have to wait a long time to get connected to the CHP control center in Vallejo.  Note: cell phones DON’T connect to local 911 centers.  I know there is a local number for emergency service (762 2727 in Petaluma – put that in your speed dial) but how easy is it to remember? Isn’t there a local number we could get (say 778 1000 or something similar) that would be easy to remember?  When budget time comes, public safety personnel always want to talk about response times.  How much longer is response time when a call has to go through the CHP in Vallejo?

**********

While there have been negotiations between the developer of the new big box center (East Washington Place) and CalTrans, is anyone checking to make sure enough room is being left along the freeway for when it’s widened to three lanes each way someday? And a widened bridge if necessary?

**********

We’ve been watching with casual interest the slow spread of the Avian (bird) flu around the world.  Just thinking ahead, if it were to get to California, does the city have Plan A or B to get rid of the local and migratory birds in Lucchesi pond?  This disease is spread by migratory birds and we’re in, or not far from, traditional north-south migration routes.  I’m sure Homeland Security has a model procedure we can use.

************

The other alternative mode of transportation we’ve been promoting is bicycling.  A recent report indicates there has been an increase in bike related accidents.  Can we expect a normal increase in these accidents as more bike lanes are provided and used by more casual riders?  Has the Bicycle Committee reviewed these accidents to learn if safer lanes can be developed?  Is an increase in accidents a price we’re ready to pay?

*************

The city has been working on a new General Plan for about five years now and is still waiting for several models to be completed. The old 1985 to 2005 General Plan will be replaced by a 2007 to 2027 General Plan.

I’ve long thought that the General Plan shouldn’t have a year attached to it but, instead, be referenced to the proposed target population and/or land development.  If we reached the target population in say ten years, would we stubbornly insist on using a General Plan for its typical 20 year forecasts? On the other hand, if it appeared that the target population wouldn’t be reached for 30 or 40 years, would we insist on having a 20 year update?  And the same for the land use portion of the plan.

**************

On the larger scene, the “war” in Iraq has been going on longer than WWll. Will it go on for longer than Vietnam?

