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Between the time I wrote my last column and the time it was published, I was shown wrong.  In my last column I indicated that there was no penalty in government for screwing up.  Well, I was wrong.  The Redevelopment Manager was asked to leave as the result of his lack of paying attention to an almost $5 million overrun of city funds on the Theater District redevelopment project. 

But, this is a good time to think about other problems.

While the above error involved $4.8 million, it should not mask the fact that original estimated costs for the city portion of this work (and the work on the depot area) has also increased.  While we will focus on one mistake of one man, there have been other cost increases for the city on these projects. Focusing on only this mistake will mask the effect of all the other cumulative mistakes.

Someone should be keeping track of the original estimated costs and the accumulating  final costs for redevelopment projects.  As I’ve said before, redevelopment money seems to be “free” money that no one cares about.






*********

There is a possibility that our city manager will leave in the near future. A possibility only.  But, if he does leave, who will continue the negotiations with the developer of the new big box shopping center on Washington St.?  Will there be hard nosed negotiations for replacement of the swimming pool and skate park?  Will a new location for the pool with associated costs have been agreed upon?  Will the skateboard park be replaced? Will the City Council take any responsibility?

My fear is that, if he city manager leaves, just before leaving he will sign the contracts he’s authorized to sign and the council will be off the hook. I’d like our council to step up to the plate now and acknowledge they are aware of the potential problems and are working on them.





***********

There is a strange new tendency of higher-ups, following a mistake, to step forward and say, “I accept responsibility for this.”  But note, they somehow are never the one to actually be punished.

In the army’s Abu Graib shame, the Secretary of Defense accepted the responsibility, but only enlisted men and women have been punished.

In the Katrina fiasco, the President accepted the responsibility, but only the head of FEMA was fired.

In our Theater District accumulation of cost overruns, the City Manager accepted the responsibility, but only the Redevelopment Manager was let go.

It must be a great feeling to step forward and accept responsibility for some grand error knowing you will be praised for accepting responsibility, but that someone else will be punished.






********

Who will accept the responsibility for:

Cutting off Water St. from Western Ave.?

The traffic congestion resulting from the big box center on Washington St.?

The new, greatly increased in cost, sewer plant?

The final garbage contract?

The swimming pool/skateboard costs and location?






**********

How about the City Council paying some attention to the condition of the railroad crossing on Washington St. at Lakeville?  While we have nice, smooth railroad crossings on Corona, North McDowell, Payran and on Lakeville north of Washington St., the crossing at Washington St. and Lakeville is a bumpy mess.  This crossing, which carries the most traffic, is allowed to just sit there banging wheels and axles for years while the council doesn’t seem to notice.  Could we put that on a priority list? 

