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Labor day has come and gone, vacations are over and people are beginning to pay attention to community issues again.  This seems like a good time to summarize some of the major goings on in the city so people can give them some attention.

A major happening will be the approvals for the new major shopping center and apartments on Washington St. at the old Kenilworth site (East Washington Place).  This project will not only affect traffic in major ways but will result in the construction of a new swim center and skateboard park.  At least that’s the understanding now.

What is different about this is that the City Council has given the city manager the authority to negotiate AND sign the agreement with the developer without publicly presenting it to the council.  There are good and bad points to this.

For the good, we won’t have 7 councilmembers nitpicking any proposed agreement to death for hours.  For the bad, an agreement will be legally finalized without the council officially knowing, or being responsible for, the details. This sets up the situation where they can take credit if it works out OK, and avoid the responsibility if it’s a bad deal.

Tied in with this will be the location, design and degree of community usefulness of the new pool or pools.  Their cost and how much the East Washington Place shopping center developer will pay are also at issue.  The location, cost and construction of a new skateboard park (if it is replaced) will be left for some future time.

This new procedure of giving the city manager the authority to negotiate AND approve agreements is so well liked by the council that they have used it again for the garbage removal contract.  Who will be responsible for the end results?

This isn’t the city manager’s fault.  One of the jobs of a city manager is to take the heat for controversial city actions.  “Sticks and stones will break his bones but names will never hurt him”, as the old saying goes. It’s a different story for elected officials.

Another major issue will be a proposed sales tax increase for public safety purposes.  This may or may not have merit but no one has told the public why there is need for more personnel and new public safety buildings other than the just vague “We need more people and space”.

If the city’s not growing out and the population increase are almost nil, why do we need more?  If gangs are the problem, tell us more about it AND what steps are being taken now to address the problem.  

In a recent news article, the police noted there were 60 gang members in town now. Where do they live?  What’s being done to police their neighborhoods or hangouts now?  Are the council and Planning Commission aware of which housing types or areas support or encourage gang development?  Will new apartments at East Washington Place encourage or discourage gang development?

A new sales tax shouldn’t be based on feel good slogans but on a defined need and a binding commitment to not substitute such money for existing public safety funding.

A second major development area will be that between down town and Lakeville St.  This area will either supplement our down town, making it a more desirable destination, or offer an alternative destination which might draw local residents and visitors away from our existing down town.

The distances will be great enough that most people will be unwilling to park in one area and walk to the other.  Especially when they will have to then walk back to their vehicle.  This seems like an ideal condition for a down town shuttle bus service. Let’s hope things like this are kept in mind when the focus could easily be dominated by the excitement of developing that area.

All in all, the next 12 months should be full of interesting opportunities for Petaluma.   

