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“Students spurn school lunches in favor of salads.”  THIS HAS GOT TO STOP!

Never mind that everyone is wringing their hands about obesity in children as well as adults.  Never mind that everyone is lamenting the horrible impact fast foods are having on our society. We can’t continue to let school children choose a free salad for lunch over institutional lunches prepared partly from government surplus products.

A recent newspaper report indicates the Petaluma School District will use its authority to stop parents and others from providing students with the choice of a free lunch salad at several charter schools under its control.  The district’s point is that these free salads are depriving the School District of as much as $400 per week.

Depending on how you do the numbers, this represents about 35 of the school’s 254 students choosing a salad.  The district administration is saying, “The federal government is making us do this”, but that’s a lame excuse.

The administration is specifically saying the salads are in competition with the official school lunches, (a federal no no), and don’t necessarily meet the nutritional requirements for a school lunch which school provided salads apparently do.  But, it seems all this could be resolved if the School District “was paid for the lost sales from regular meals”.

Bureaucratically, this says, “We can make the problem go away if you pay us”.  Isn’t that just what a blackmailer says to his victim? Shame on the School District.

Of course, they’re just emulating the City Council, which is threatening to put in parking meters if the downtown merchants don’t come up with money to fund garage security and maintenance.  The next thing you know the council will be telling residents, “We won’t repair your street unless you participate in an assessment district and give us money”. So the well-to-do will have good streets and the poor will have potholes.

So much in our whole society lately seems to revolve around money.  Some of it is justified.  The big box developer of the Kenilworth location should pay for all of a new swimming pool complex and probably for replacement of the little league fields being lost to his development.  Let’s see if the city will twist his arm as hard as it does the downtown merchants’ arms.

*******

The garbage contract discussion the council is having is another interesting exercise in government by wandering around.  After the debacle of approving the highest cost proposal, one segment of the council reversed itself and decided on the least costly contractor.  Then a councilmember necessary for a majority vote on that decision indicated her vote would only be available for the lowest cost contractor if they settled an ongoing labor dispute.

Nice gesture but it sent the message to labor that, “ You can hold out till hell freezes over because I won’t vote for the contract unless management agrees to your terms”.  We may still end up with someone other than the lowest cost contractor picking up our trash. But, what the heck, it’s only our money.

*******

And now a non-money item.  Just when some low cost housing was to be built in Sebastopol, an endangered specie of plant was discovered.  It’s suspected the “discovered” plant was transplanted from elsewhere. While this had sinister overtones of illegal manipulation of an endangered plant, it also uncovered an environmental paradox.  An easy way to increase the numbers of an endangered specie would be to specifically propagate it in a nursery setting, but it’s illegal to dig it up to propagate it.  Sort of a Catch 22.

We could reproduce tiger salamanders right out of near extinction.  We could save a multitude of plants and animals from extinction if only we were allowed to propagate them in controlled environments until there were enough of them.  But, does that make too much sense to be acceptable to the defenders of these plants and animals? Or is it that without endangered specie, there would be one less way to stall growth?  

