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Looking over a year’s worth of columns is an interesting exercise. What has happened and what hasn’t happened is sometimes surprising.  

I ended 2004 happy to finally, at last, have information on East Washington Place. The city had just released plans of the proposed development on the old Kenilworth site.  I anticipated a year of hearings and discussions regarding the new development and the construction of a new swimming pool ( or pools).  

Here it is a year later and I don’t know any more than I did a year ago.  Details on the development, the city’s negotiations with the developer for access to the parcel and especially the future of the swimming pool are still a city hall secret. 

I also voiced a fear that the City Council, because of its long delay in developing a new General Plan, would rush the new plan through with minimal public input.  I need have had no fear on that as the General Plan is still drifting through city hall.

Whether it’s because the council just can’t work up an interest in the project, or the delay permits placing a strategic hold on some development, or whether the city’s General Plan Administration Department is worried it will be phased out of existence, the end result is still no new General Plan that was started 5 years ago.  

The trash contract, took most of the year to process.  I can’t decide if the wait cost us a lot of money or just a moderate amount of money.  Anyway, it’s done.

On the plus side, the bickering between the city and the downtown merchants over the Keller St.

 garage seems to have gone away.  Perhaps they both could keep an eye on how the new garage on D St. is functioning and learn something about operating a garage.

The city’s street repair program seems to be going right along.  The major streets are being taken care of and even some minor streets are being resurfaced.

A caution however, street repair needs to remain a priority or they could quickly revert to their previous conditions.

The new specific plan for the downtown area has moved ahead briskly with Basin Street’s development.  Their purchase of the 

Golden Eagle shopping center sets the stage for another large leap towards filling in the downtown area.

I have high hopes for this infill but also harbor concerns that our present downtown’s metamorphous into a higher scale, daytrip visitor attraction won’t be overshadowed by all the new development just across the river.  

I hope 2006 will bring with it more information on major projects and programs associated with city government.  Whether the city government develops a public information stance or the newspaper probes a bit more on what’s happening in city hall, there is definitely a need for more openness and transparency in government. That’s all government, but local is all we can reasonably hope for.

The apparent lack of public interest in community happenings may just be a normal change of pace as our small town has progressed from an agriculture oriented center to a suburban, bedroom, tourist oriented city of over 55,000 people.  But, Prop 13, the 1978 ballot measure that fixed property tax rates at 1% of the purchase value, has also had a lot to do with this lack of interest.

Prior to Prop 13, the annual setting of the tax rate was a big issue.  The city services to be provided and their associated costs used to determine how much everyone had to pay in property taxes.  Not paying attention to what was happening in the city hit you in your pocket book.

With Prop 13, the tax rate is limited to 1% and is based solely on the purchase value of a property.  It doesn’t matter how wasteful the local government is, they can’t raise your tax above that without a public vote. Unfortunately, many now couldn’t care less how government functions.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all. 

