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Considering the attention being paid, or not paid, to our streets and traffic problems, this seems like a good time to talk about it.  A lot is being done, but a lot more needs to be done.

The paving work on many main arterials has gone a long way towards fixing the pothole problems on the streets we travel most.  But the work hasn’t been without its problems and deficiencies.

While I think we’re spending too much on bicycle paths and lanes for what they deliver, I do support making it easier and safer to bicycle.  I’ve been appalled at the condition the bike lanes have been left in for many weeks now.  The grinding away of asphalt to prepare for new paving has left many of the city’s main arterials dangerous for bikes.

The sharp lip along the narrow concrete curb strips presents a dangerous condition. This may have been done for overall cost savings, but it created a dangerous condition for cyclists.  I hope there haven’t been any accidents because of this.

During this street repaving work, it seems that traffic signalization has been put aside.  I’ve noticed more and more intersections where signals stay red for long periods for one direction while there is no cross traffic using the opposing green signal.  What’s happened to our traffic engineering department?

Perhaps they just don’t pay attention to the changing conditions caused by the many detours the paving of major streets has required.  I have an old fashioned idea that special efforts ought to be made limiting the delays detours cause motorists.

In one instance, a four block backup was occurring at a signalized side street while traffic personnel were watching paving work being done elsewhere.  There was no attention being paid to delays the detour was causing on the side street.  I guess I’m old fashioned to expect either police or traffic personnel to be posted at such bottlenecks to help relieve the traffic problems.

My last major complaint is the conditions being created where new paving temporarily ends.  This is most notable at the railroad crossing at Lakeville and Washington.  

The rails have been allowed to stick up an inch or more above the adjacent pavement.  This results in quite a resounding bump for each of the 30,000 or more cars crossing the tracks there every day.  

At other locations where new pavement temporarily ends, abrupt transitions and bumps are the norm. Perhaps we should look at it as a tradeoff for the many potholes we won’t have to bump over.

Seriously. It seems that little attention has been paid to minimizing the inconvience to the motorist and damage to wheel alignments.  It is almost as though only convenience for the design and construction people matters.

All is not lost however. There is one thing we can do without official assistance to reduce traffic congestion.  That’s by helping others be able to make a right turn on red.  

I’ve noticed at many signalized intersections that the curb lane is wide enough for two cars.  If those waiting to go straight through will position themselves to the far left side of the lane, people wanting to turn right can get past and make the turn.  That then becomes one less car using the green portion of the signal.

This might seem like a small thing, but with major additions to our shopping areas on McDowell north of Kmart and at the Kenilworth site, we’ll need all the help we can get to keep traffic congestion tolerable.

It would be nice if our City Council would begin to acknowledge the traffic problems the development of these sites will cause.  So far, if it’s not on their council agenda for action, it’s not a problem.  They’ll only start to pay attention when both these projects are “done deals”, a point that seems to already have been passed.

