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I was just reading about the probability that Marin County won’t join Sonoma County in a joint ballot measure this November to float a sales tax for rail transit.  Big deal!

Steel wheel commuter transit between Cloverdale and San Rafael is dead, dead, dead.  Look at the locations proposed for stations and imagine how few jobs a person could walk to from those stations.  And those would only be the jobs not already taken by local residents.

The Press Democrat’s most recent reporting had the rail line carrying about 5400 AM commute passengers (total - both ways). Many of these riders would already have been using Golden Gate buses and so the net decrease in auto travel would be negligible.

BUT, every passenger who left a bus to ride the rails would be signing a death warrant for any continuation of Golden Gate bus service.  Look what’s happening now even without any rail competition.  Five more Petaluma commute runs are scheduled to be eliminated. 

The last time a route was dropped (from Sebastopol) reports indicated the subsidy per passenger on that route was over $16 per one-way trip.  We could pay people to car pool for much less than that.  Buses just can’t generate enough revenue to even make subsidized service affordable.

Golden Gate with its $5 toll per car still can’t generate enough money to subsidize transit.  To subsidize the 5400 riders (1200 coming north bound from Marin) would take all 500,000 people in Sonoma County paying a sales tax to support the “efficient transit mode of travel”.  What a waste of money.

Let’s look at another cause of the Sonoma/Marin commute.  Why do so many people commute to Marin for work?  Because that’s where the jobs are. For years Marin restricted housing growth and emphasized business development.  Those businesses needed employees and Sonoma County was where housing was being built and workers were living.  Thus, the Sonoma/Marin commute.  You could say Sonoman’s are a kind of migrant workers for Marin. We can work there but can’t afford to live there.

Let’s take this a step further, how could Marin develop so many new businesses?  Because Sonoma kept selling them all the water they needed to grow.  As the old comic character Pogo said, “We have met the enemy and they is us.”

Our Supervisors, sitting as the water board, are happy to sell water to Marin at a profit.  While we’re currently sitting here worrying about a water shortage, we’re (the county) also negotiating to increase Marin’s water allotment so they can keep growing businesses.  Talk about cutting one’s own throat.

Another thought.  We can’t throw rocks at Marin for its building businesses and not housing because we’re doing the same thing now.  Every town is trying to severely limit residential development while increasing commercial and retail development as fast as it can.  Sonoma County is becoming Marin north.

Petaluma has suddenly decided to become a mass marketing city by increasing our retail sales square footage by 100%.  There’s 400,000 sq.ft. proposed at McDowell and Rainier, another 400,000 proposed at the Kenilworth site, 180,000 at the Factory Outlet and 170,000 at the former Pacific Theater site.  This will double the square footage of retail in Petaluma. It will also make the Washington/ McDowell intersection a parking lot. 

And, where are all the customers coming from?  Santa Rosa and Rohnert Park have all the big box, discount, mass marketing stores they can use.  No need for them or others to the north to come south. People from Petaluma and Marin will have to be the customers.  

I get a bit uncomfortable buying into a business plan being promoted by people who are having difficulty operating one parking garage.  But hope springs eternal here also.  Perhaps our becoming a big box, discount center will solve Petaluma’s financial and transportation problems.

But, as I’ve said before, ”Bye, bye small town character.”    

