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It was recently reported that the Petaluma School District sold 17 acres of surplus land adjacent to Casa Grande for $25 million.  This comes out to about one and a half million dollars an acre. 

It was also reported that the developer hopes to build 180 units on that land. This comes to about 10 units per acre or $150,000 for just the land for each unit. This is a good indication of why housing costs so much in this area.

Ten units per acre isn’t too dense. The Greenbrier apartments on Maria are 10 units per acre.  Of course the Casa Grande developer may elect to construct single family homes adjacent to the existing homes on Crinella (good PR) and have a higher density development on the rest of the land as was done for Greenbrier.

In another land sale at Kenilworth, the developer paid about the same amount, $25 million, for 38 acres.  This represents about $660,000 per acre, or about half the cost of the Casa Grande purchase.  I do find this a bit strange as commercial land usually goes for much more than residential land.  What would have been a fair price?

Perhaps we will find out when the City Manager negotiates with the commercial developer for the land occupied by the swim center plus the land needed for access to the proposed big box stores from Washington St.

There is something strange however about how these various pieces of land are bought, sold and moved around.  

Several years ago the Petaluma School District asked for and received voter approval to be taxed so the district would have funds to make construction improvements at its existing schools. At the time, they knew they had this surplus property at Casa Grande which could be sold to raise such money. Money to do construction with.

Then, this year, they seemed to be in a bind when the bids for the new Junior High (Kenilworth II) came in high.  But, all the while they knew they had surplus property at Casa Grande which they could sell to pay for any necessary construction. So there was never a problem.

Now, in November, they’re going to ask the voters again to pass a tax or bond to provide operating funds for the high schools.  They say they have to do this because the $25 million they’ll receive from the sale of the surplus land at Casa Grande can ONLY be spent for construction and not operations.

This causes me to question as to why they’re even considering selling the surplus land at Casa Grande if they have nothing to construct? Or do they? Kenilworth II will be built with the money they receive from the big box developer who bought the present Kenilworth site. What is the School District going to do with the $25 million they will receive for Casa Grande’s sale?

Now let’s turn to the city and the fairgrounds.

The big box developer needs the land where the swim pool is plus some of the land under lease to the fairgrounds for access to the Kenilworth property he just bought from the School District.  But suppose either the city wouldn’t or the fairgrounds (Fair Board) couldn’t have sold him that land?  He would be stuck with 38 acres with little or no access. It wouldn’t have made much of a big box center.

But the city must have told him it would get him the access he needed.  The fairgrounds couldn’t sell him land it only had on lease for another 19 years.  But it could have stopped him.  However the fairgrounds lease for that land could be traded to the city for something. What?

How about a promise from the city to pay the fairground enough money for an early exit from their lease so that the fairgrounds could purchase and improve some rural land for a totally new fairgrounds?  But how could all this be done with the public never knowing?

Perhaps there is less to open government than meets the eye.

