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I was watching a TV talk show where they were arguing about the liberal bias in the press (especially print) and how reporters, being liberal, write biased stories.  It struck me that they were saying there are no conservative reporters.

How could this be?  Do conservatives not take journalism courses? If they do, do they get converted to liberalism prior to graduation?  Won’t newspapers hire conservatives? Do reporters become liberal after seeing the real world? Maybe conservatives majoring in journalism all hold out for slots on conservative talk shows.

Another story about a disabled person being rescued from a fire in his home made me wonder if the Fire Dept has a list of residences where there are disabled persons?  Years ago, when I was trying to set up plane rides for the disabled there was no such list.  If there isn’t, there should be.

Have you noticed in many recent criminal cases that a major charge is often, “lying to the police or FBI”? I had this naïve thought that someone had to have been sworn-in in a court setting to be liable for prosecution for not telling the truth.  Apparently this isn’t so.  If a Police officer asks your name and you give him a false one, it appears that’s a crime.  Be careful who you talk to.

Along the enforcement line, it seems strange that we’re reluctant to use “shame” as a tool.  Except for some police stings related to selling liquor to under age persons, the newspapers never list the name of the person arrested, business involved or the exact location of a crime.  Who are we protecting? The identity of DUI arrestees, domestic violence aggressors, sellers of, or buyers of alcohol for minors, vandals and violent drunks are kept secret from the community. Would we do as much for a politician caught doing wrong? 

I enjoy the comical way the Argus reports the police log each week, BUT, aren’t we trivializing crime?  One listing, “A domestic violence assault and injury occurred.”  How much more sting would that have had if it reported that, “Joe Smith of 123 Apple St was arrested for domestic violence”?  Joe couldn’t have just gone to work the next day as if nothing had happened.

Did you notice that the City Council was able to cut out about a million dollars in non-critical expenses because they’re short of funds?  If these items can be cut under these circumstances, maybe they shouldn’t have been budgeted at all even if there were funds.

Along this same line, if the swim club needs to come up with $12,000 to help pay for opening the pool early, perhaps they should go over the city budget and find that much fat.

A last one on the city.  Can you imagine $500,000 in overtime related to going after the “Petaluma Prowler”?

A national one now.  The government will buy $50 million of Florida orange juice from growers to help them out.  The growers note this will reduce the juice supply and result in increased prices for orange juice.  Were we sandbagged!  First they use our tax dollars to bail out a large industry then the industry turns around charges customers even more for orange juice and so collects twice.

In the national political arena, I’m stunned by the focus on “deficit” without relating that to “debt”.  The national DEBT is how much we owe (like a credit card monthly carry over) and DEFICIT is simply the small addition we add to the carry over each month (each year in the case of the government). We owe over $5 TRILLION, that’s $5000 BILLION.  Our national debt is already ten times this years estimated increase to that debt.

The interest alone on our DEBT is about $350 billion. This puts payments on our debt right up there behind defense spending and Social Security as the largest single cost of government. It might be important to keep in mind the difference between debt and deficit.

