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Rainier, again
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The entire council has stonewalled us about what is going on with Kenilworth and the fairgrounds.  Now the Mayor and Councilmember Torliatt are trying to confuse the issue of Rainier as a cross-town connector.

There are two basic issues, a cross town connector with an interchange to 101 and the location of this connector.  It appears the decision is being stalled in order to satisfy their preference for the connector and interchange, if any at all is ever built, at Corona Rd instead of at Rainier.  

Of course, it has to be studied again and again before a decision can be made.  Meanwhile the cost keeps increasing and the Mayor latches onto cost as his reason for delaying a decision. (Note: Delay is the deadliest form of denial.)

Councilmember Torliatt keeps finding some uncrossed “T” or some undotted “I” to question.  Last week it was because the Rainier project under discussion didn’t show exactly where it would intersect with Petaluma Blvd. 

If it had been alternate A, she would have asked why alternate B wasn’t selected.  If it had been alternate B, she would have asked why alternate A hadn’t been selected.  Whichever the case, she would have asked for more studies to be made.

Unfortunately, their real and unstated objection is to any construction that would facilitate development between Petaluma Blvd and 101.  There’s something sacred to them about that particular vacant space even though in the General Plan they will promote infill and higher densities. (Re: Kenilworth as a high-density retail center.)

But let’s talk about their stated reasons for delaying the project.

The Mayor’s concern about costs seems to have been sufficiently mitigated by Waste Management’s approved project to pay for and build an interchange on 101 at the dumpsite north of Novato. This interchange will cost only $7.2 million.  The passive council members allow our staff’s inflated estimates for our gold plated version of the Rainier project to continue to be used.  This allows Mayor Glass to keep throwing cost into the argument.  Like I’ve said before, “Some members of the council play chess while the others play checkers or tic tac toe”

Let’s talk about Corona for a minute.  It’s in place as a cross town connector now. It’s in use by traffic every day. It’s never backed up as Washington St. is. And it still doesn’t serve to provide traffic relief for Washington. The congestion on Washington now is the same congestion we’d have if Corona Rd were designated as the official cross town connector.  

The Corona alternative is a red herring. Do you really think Corona represents a location that would be an acceptable alternative to Washington St. as a cross town relief route?  It’s there now and it hasn’t helped.

The bottom line is that Petaluma needs another cross town connector now.  A location must be selected and the project begun.

Rainier has been the designated location since the 1962 General Plan was completed (then it was called Sonoma Mtn. Road).  Rainier, east of McDowell, is the only street that was built to provide a through connection between McDowell and Sonoma Mountain Parkway to distribute traffic through the whole Northeast corner of Petaluma.

And the best thing is that a source of funding will be available soon.  This should please the Mayor.   

On another note, this week represents the tenth anniversary for this column.  My first column was about the problem of drugs and violence at our high schools.  The Police Dept and gangs were the topics of my second and third columns. There’s not much reported on these subjects today so maybe we’ve made some headway in these last ten years. 

