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I’ve just begun to realize the string, perhaps I should say train, of taxes that are being lined up for our approval in the next several years.  These are local and county based small, incremental additions to sales and parcel taxes.  Individualy they aren’t very significant, but cumulatively, they add up.

Last spring, in Petaluma, we voted, mostly for, several parcel taxes for local schools. This November we will be asked again to approve another parcel tax for schools.

The county, when it was apparent that a sales tax for rail transit wouldn’t be on the ballot, quickly substituted a quarter cent sales tax increase for roads, transit and bicycles.  (A sales tax they apparently could have done without if there had been a rail transit tax on the ballot)

Marin county, to make up for jilting Sonoma County on a rail transit tax this year, approved putting a quarter cent sales tax increase on a joint Sonoma/Marin ballot in 2006. Sonoma County will join in placing this on our 2006 ballot.

Then we have the present open space quarter cent sales tax that will expire in 2010 unless renewed.  This will come to us by 2008 at the latest so they can plan ahead and put another tax on the 2010 ballot if that one fails. 

All in all, we are looking at three quarters of a cent worth of countywide sales taxes alone. It should be noted that the cities and the county receives only one cent of the general sales tax, so these three additions to sales taxes will almost double sales taxes being returned to the cities and county.  This represents more than the total property taxes received by the cities and county.  This is a no small thing.  It’s a big deal.

By scheduling the votes for these taxes on separate elections, it’s hoped that we won’t notice.  PLEASE NOTICE!!!

The principal refrain we hear from the supporters of these various taxes is, “I’m willing to pay more for roads, transit and bicycles,  for rail transit, for open space, for clean air, etc.”  What isn’t said is that while the supporters of each of the several special interests are willing to pay more, they expect EVERYONE ELSE to also pay more to support their personal favorite cause.

My favorite example is rail transit.  While the highest consultant estimate is that about 5000 riders (actually 2500 people making round trips) OUT will use it, all 500,000 county residents (plus Marin residents) will pay for it in added sales taxes.  No one mentions that the rail proposal is so inefficient that 200 100 people have to subsidize each rider via an additional sales tax to make that rider’s fare acceptable.

Not only does EVERYONE get to pay these taxes, but the poorest get to pay the highest percentage of their income.  Because people with less income have to spend all of their income to live, there is no untaxed saving or investment or second home portions to lessen their overall tax burden.

It’s great for the financially comfortable elite to be willing to pay more for some percieved environmental benefit, but they expect others to carry most of the burden.  Something’s wrong with this.  The best I can catagorize this is as unrealized selfishness.  It’s unfortunate that the most affluent appear to be unaware or uncaring of the burden they place on the less fortunate in order to further their personal interests.

It would be interesting if the local newspapers could analyze how much in total dollars and what portion of their income those in the various economic strata will contribute to each of these proposed sales tax increments.  We might find that those with the loudest voices and the biggest seats at the decisionmaking table are, in fact, the smallest contributors to their various special interest projects.   

