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My wife is outraged about what is happening to Martha Stewart.  As for myself, it is one more disappointment with our Justice System and mankind in general.  What is it that makes people move en masse for the kill when a person of fame and fortune is wounded?

To give you the perspective of another Balshaw and in her own words, here are my wife’s thoughts on this matter.  

Certainly in this case the punishment does not fit the so-called “crime”.  From what I read, her crime was lying to investigators.  What person when confronted with a misdeed does not, at least at first, deny it?  In Martha’s situation she further compounded the lie by continued denials.  Still the wrongdoing was not harmful to the public at large as I see it.  I am astounded at the great public outpouring of recriminations by the Martha haters.  The psychology of this group is too complex for this space or me.

What is further mind boggling is the Martha wannabees who have turned against her so vehemently.  Was this all along a love-hate relationship?  As I see it, this woman was ambitious and arrogant…no crime there.  This woman made homemaking and nest building an art at a time when women were urged to leave hearth and home for careers that took them out of the home.  In other words, she made homemaking respectable and a worthwhile goal…no crime there.  She marketed her talents and products that resulted in a huge business employing thousands of people…no crime there.  Ah, but this same woman, relished her success and power, while continuing to build her fame and fortune…is that the crime?

No doubt public persona and likeability is an important factor here.  But why do we demand that our dons and divas be perfect, that they be infallible?  Being a leader is not for the timid, humble, or people without vision.  It takes arrogance, self confidence and pride, big dreams.  It takes charisma to build and maintain a following.  In other words, not your average person.  Let’s not forget these people work darned hard for their achievements.  Being a driven person is not a piece of cake and most of us wouldn’t choose to have that drive.  

That said, the big hullabaloo about Martha is the Justice Department’s way of making themselves look good after letting the real corporate criminals get away with scamming the public for years.  Martha is their sacrificial lamb.  Isn’t it odd that they had to choose a woman when they had so many good ole boys to pick from?  Guess they weren’t pretty enough for TV.

Back to the other Balshaw now.  I share these feelings and lament that it’s come to the point where it’s not the “crime” but lying about it that has become the crime. What crime did Clinton commit other than not telling the truth about what he did?  What crime did Martha commit other than acting on a “tip”, something others do every day?

While we’re talking about emotional things, how about gay marriage?

I’m a product of the fifties (graduated from high school on 1952) and have the values and biases of that time.  I find it unsettling to see two men kiss.  I’m uncomfortable with that.

But putting that aside, my overall impression on the coverage of gay marriages in San Francisco was a positive one.  It wasn’t an “in your face” event, it was just people who wanted to share life together trying to get society’s acknowledgment, if not acceptance, of their relationship.  As my generation and possibly the one following pass on, this will become a non-issue.  We, who won’t be affected by it, should let the younger generations decide the issue.  

