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Is there a conspiracy about Kenilworth?

By Jack Balshaw

2/18/04

Here we go again.  The Press Democrat’s news story about the imminent purchase of the Kenilworth property by the “Hub” group and their intent to immediately turn it over to a shopping center developer brings this front and center again.

To start with, the Hub group is presented as a “group of Petaluma residents connected to local nonprofit groups.”  These “nonprofits” have no money of their own and state their intention to immediately “sell” the property to a shopping center developer. Who put up the money?  What kind of an under the table deal is going on?  Is this simply a way to “launder” the deal and pass some money on to the Hub group for their purposes? Or is there more to it?

Our Mayor is quoted as saying, “ The schools get money to build a junior high … the residents will get the shopping they say they want … the city will get much needed additional revenue.”  Sure seems like a done deal, doesn’t it? 

While I have my own preferences for how the city develops, I accept anything the City Council comes up with and approves in open session with the public’s awareness.  In this instance, the development of Kenilworth and possibly the fairgrounds, I’m unaware of any open meetings where this was discussed. It was a possible land use included recently, very recently, by staff, in a draft General Plan document but not discussed by the council.

Considering the present traffic conditions on Washington St., you would think the whole community would be involved rather than this being done with little or no public knowledge or input.      

The development group said to the City Council that it would “satisfy its investors that an innovative and attractive project can be successfully developed at the Kenilworth site.” The sale is supposed to be completed by May 5th. That’s six City Council and Planning Commission meetings from now. Does anyone believe any project, never mind one with major traffic impact, can be processed through the city in that time?

Has the city already agreed, in secret, with the private developers to rezone the property for retail development? And not only retail, but also, a high use regional center like the Santa Rosa Costco center.  Or maybe the developer will build the city a new city hall on the site at no cost to the city? 

Once the site is transferred through the Hub group, is there any likelihood it won’t be approved by the city for the maximum development possible to obtain the maximum sales tax and property tax possible? No matter what traffic problems this causes on Washington St.

With the existing super awareness about the traffic conditions on Washington St. and at McDowell , is there some deal regarding the Rainier crosstown connector?

Even though an updated General Plan is in the works, has the City Council already agreed to the “maximize the sales tax” option for all future land use? What’s the purpose of the $4 to $5 million General Plan if the major development pattern in the city has already been decided?

Where are all those groups that oppose any projects that will increase traffic?  Where are all the groups that oppose paving over existing turf and open areas? Where are the merchants that worry about even minor competition?

Either the whole community is asleep, or more likely; this is the ultimate example of how the public doesn’t get aroused until it’s too late.  In this case, we will react too late to have any say except maybe to be given a bone or two by the City Council in their requiring the developer to slightly modify his preferred development plan.

“Nothing appears more surprising to those who consider human affairs with a philosophical eye, than the easiness with which the many are governed by the few.” HUME – 1742

“The common people will never govern since they are always manipulated by their betters, at least by those more cunning.” MORRIS - 1774

