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Good news at last

By Jack Balshaw

6/2/04

The positive announcement that the 101 interchange at Washington St. might be on a fast track for improvement is the best news this city has had regarding traffic problems in a long time.  One of my principal concerns with the development of the Kenilworth site was the traffic problems it would cause in the area between the library and McDowell.

The proposal described in last week’s paper – mainly a new north bound on-ramp behind Penny’s – presents the possibility of significantly improving traffic flow on east bound Washington at McDowell. Once the left turn lane to 101 north bound can be eliminated, east bound traffic on Washington will be able to use the median area on the bridge as a continuous lane for left turns from Washington to McDowell.

(Please forgive my need to continually refer to the north bound, east bound, west bound traffic movements)

That will, in essence, add an east bound lane at the highway bridge on Washington and eliminate much of the backup caused by the present lane that has to be reserved for traffic turning from Washington west bound to 101 north bound. BUT.

But, traffic flow could be much more improved if a north bound off-ramp from 101 (a ramp and only a ramp) could be provided at Rainier.  With such a ramp, north bound traffic from 101 that now exits at Washington, could continue on to the Rainier off-ramp and stay completely out of the traffic flow at McDowell.

People traveling from the west side of town to destinations on N McDowell, could use the piece of 101 between Washington and Rainier to bypass the traffic signal at Washington and McDowell.  Caltrans would probably require an auxiliary lane on 101 if this were done. 

As much as I hesitate to suggest the thought, these two new ramps could, together, obviate the need for an interchange at Rainier, and depending on the actual results, possibly the cross town connector. But only if both ramps were constructed.  Either one would provide a partial solution but still leave major traffic congestion at Washington and McDowell.

I’m really pleased with the present development, but continue to be uneasy with how much is going on behind the scenes at city hall.  It makes sense politically and bureaucratically for them to hold things back so they’re not criticized for being unsuccessful in some initiatives.  However, the manner in which most agenda items are discussed in great detail causes me to expect at least a hint of pro-active programs in process.

Change of topic.  Here are a couple of thoughts I have from reading between the lines in the news.

The national administration has been making a big thing about the legality of whether or not some Afghan and Iraqi prisoners are covered by the Geneva Convention.  This has caused me to reflect on how we might treat those we say are, legally, not covered.  Can we pull out their fingernails?  Is our treatment of those in our control only limited by legal limits or is there a moral point we won’t cross towards torture? The goings on in Iraq make this a valid question.

The discussion about gasoline prices and how China is competing in the world market for oil, steel, cement and other products should be viewed together and generate more public interest and discussion.  It appears that, as each less developed country becomes more developed, we will experience a lowering of our standard of living. Not so much from the direct competition but from the increased world prices for commodities.

As citizens of other countries can afford to pay more for products, the prices for those products will increase and we will see our purchasing power erode.  Just another example of –no good deed goes unpunished. As we help improve their standard of living, ours will lower towards a world average.  

