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In a major discovery, the city has found enough money available to fund the Rainier Crosstown Connector without having to take money from any other project.  An article in the Press Democrat reports the city, “will collect $43 million MORE than expected in property taxes from its redevelopment areas through 2007.”

It must be realized that, because this money wasn’t expected, it hasn’t been earmarked for any other redevelopment project. Therefore, it can be allocated, earmarked for Rainier without interfering with any other planned redevelopment program.  This should put to rest the concern some have had with where money to construct Rainier would come from.

It’s possible only half of this money will be available.  However, with other sources soon to be available, there will be more than enough to construct Rainier and relieve much of the traffic congestion on Washington St.  This is good news all around.

Something that intrigues me however is the indication that this is MORE money than expected.  If this is MORE, then how much was previously expected?  Perhaps there is much more money available than we have been led to believe.

At one point in time, city staff indicated there was over $300 million in bonding authority available to the Redevelopment Agency. That means the city could borrow that much and pay it back from redevelopment funds over 20 years. If this is true, the City Council should know it for certain and expand their vision of what other desired projects could be added to the list.

One project already on the list does cause me concern however.  There is a proposal to spend over $8 million to redesign, reconstruct and landscape Petaluma Blvd from the city’s southern limits to Lakeville St. north of downtown.  This might not seem like anything to get excited about, but, the proposal is to convert Petaluma Blvd from a 4 lane street to a 2 lane street with parking and bicycle lanes.

I can’t understand how downtown interests and the council majority can leave this on the books as a possible project without more discussion.  Perhaps when the revised circulation project on Water St. is completed there will be reason to review the plans for Petaluma Blvd. 

It’s one thing to be bicycle friendly but to eliminate 2 motor vehicle lanes to do it is going too far.  On top of that, there’s a proposal to spend over $9 million for bike lanes along the river.  It seems to me, that if there are bike lanes along the river, we shouldn’t have to take away 2 auto lanes through downtown.

This makes me think of how much the so-called prodevelopment council members have bent over to include items wanted by the pro- environmental members.  In turn however the others reciprocate by continuing to stall and delay on moving forward with the Rainier connector. As I’ve noted before, Corona Road is an existing connector over the river and the freeway and it still doesn’t relieve the congestion on Washington St.

Unfortunately, while the focus seems to be on Rainier, the real interest of Mayor Glass and Councilmember Torliatt is to prevent development of the area west of the freeway that Rainier would open for development. For some reason they think this can be kept as open space without having to come up with the money to purchase the land from its present owners. 

Perhaps we need to take a new approach to Rainier.  Let’s look at it as an open space project. Everyone’s for open space.  If Rainier were constructed there would be much more open space between cars on Washington St.  That should please everyone.

