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The upcoming Republican convention in New York causes me to wonder how Republicans think.  In my view, to have their convention at this location and almost on an anniversary of government’s biggest failure to protect its citizens would seem to be a negative. But, they don’t see it that way.

They appear to believe reminding everyone in the country of the tragedy of 9/11 (as if we need to be reminded) is a positive move.  I can only perceive from their actions since 9/11 that they believe keeping the country in fear is beneficial for them.  Why is creating fear considered a good thing?

Our national color coded alert status seems to be used more often to cause us to be afraid than for any productive purpose.  Of course it also diverts our attention from anything else that might be detrimental to the Administration’s interests or helpful to the Democrats.

The latest alert, a threat to financial centers based on data more than three years old, seems designed to soak up more media time and space to further cause us to fear something. And possibly to divert our attention from other things, like the Democratic convention. 

Unfortunately such things work.  Remember, only a short while ago, when we in Petaluma were focused on potholes?  Now, because it’s not in the news any more, who even thinks about that problem?  We are an easily diverted people.  We follow the newest fads and think Lacy Peterson’s death had an impact on our lives.

And when the Republicans aren’t making us fearful, they’re making us angry, or at least causing us to think we should be angry.  Why is it that conservative talk show hosts are always shouting and aggressive?  I’ve been around the dial and can’t find a shouting or aggressive liberal talk show.

I think all this is because the Republicans understand that emotion has a stronger impact than information. It’s easier to convince us we should be afraid of or angry at something or someone than it is to persuade us with information to accept complicated programs.  Their business experience in selling products far excels the Democrat’s more academic reasoning methods. 

The Democrats on the other hand, think the truth shall make you free.  That if they just give you the information you will come around to seeing things their way.  Unfortunately they over estimate the depth of the thought process of the average person, even the thought process of the average person who votes.

The two parties’ positions seem to be almost turned around from what you might expect.  The Democrats, being the workers party, should be rallying the troops to the barricades to fight for their interests and their rights.  The Republicans, being the party of business, should be providing economic and rational information to solidify their base.

But workers don’t see themselves as abused workers any more and businessmen see themselves as under siege.  Add to this the loopy left and the radical right and it really gets mixed up.  The Democrats have to appeal to progressive intellectuals and the Republicans to religious fundamentalists. (It’s not quite that black and white).

Perhaps it becomes black and white when the extremes are so polarized.  The left has to emphasize information and thoughts because that’s what their true believers want and the right has to emphasize direct action because that’s what their true believers want.

But back to the main theme, fear and anger.

Politics now days seems to be more oriented towards manipulating the public than it is on informing the public.  I’ve had the somewhat embarrassingly elitist thought that perhaps the Republican message is based on the red state, blue state division in the country.  Do people in the red states (the country’s rural center and south) perceive things differently than those in the more urban and metropolitan blue states?

If they do, this might account for why the Republicans use this tactic of deliberately generating feat and anger. 

