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I’ve been waiting so long for information about the proposed big box development on the Kenilworth site to become public that finally getting the information is like a Christmas present.  By next Christmas you might be able to shop there. 

At long last the city has made public the plans for the development of this site.  It’s going to be called East Washington Place, will provide about 350,000 square feet of retail space, (the vast majority of it in 8 stores), and will have over 1500 parking spaces. This is significantly more sales area and parking than is available in the whole downtown area.  Additionally, there will be about 230 apartment units with an additional 350 parking spaces.

To say this will have a major impact on the traffic on Washington St. is understating the case.  Because there is no right yet to use any fairground property for access, the planning “appears” to be being done without any such consideration.  

It is obvious however that there are plans to extend D St. across the fairgrounds once the fairground is relocated.  This will permit a major diversion of west side traffic away from Washington St. This will help somewhat.

Unfortunately, it still leaves Washington St. as the major entrance and exit point until then.  A proposed two lane, right turn only exit between the traffic signals at Ellis St. (by Kinkos) and the 101 signals will require another signal between those two.  It will be interesting to see how the traffic consultants handle this.

Pretty much for now, all traffic entering East Washington Place will do so at the Ellis St. signal.  Knowledgeable local drivers might figure a way to use Caulfield, Payran and Lindberg to get in the back way. Not too many though, as that route takes them through the apartment area.

Now that the plans have started through the process, I assume more details will be available to the public. As the School District has to vacate the land by next June or pay a hefty penalty fee, the process may move along much more quickly than normally so the developer can get started. Even that part of the process will be interesting to watch.

Lately, the City Council has seemed interested in not only how much land will be approved for retail developments at the Factory Outlet, but even which brand name stores would occupy those spaces. They’re concerned with competition with existing local businesses. Let’s see if they even care about those details for East Washington Place.

The next six months will provide some interesting official views on traffic, the environment, small town character and impact on local businesses.  The council will be hard put to hold out against the Factory Outlet or Lowes as competition to existing local businesses when East Washington Place will have a much greater impact on many more businesses.

The city wouldn’t be doing this for the tax revenue, would they? 

A correction – in the last column I noted that applicants from out of town would be able to participate in the lottery for the new apartments at Washington St. and the river.  Out of town applicants must WORK in Petaluma to be eligible to participate. When procedures for applying for the lottery are available, I will try to note that in a future column.

This column closes out the year for me.  It sometimes seems limiting to focus on only local news but there is usually something I hope will help local citizens better understand or think about what’s going on, mostly publicly, around town.  If there any areas you would like to see more attention given to, please contact the Argus management with your suggestions.

Happy Holidays         

