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I wouldn’t like to have the proposed Buckelew housing for the mentally ill in my neighborhood.  I wouldn’t like a 7-11 or conventional apartments either.  One of the most difficult jobs the City Council has is making decisions that affect abutting land uses.  There’s no positive way out.  

The council has to make decisions they believe are in the best interest of the whole community and not just individual neighborhoods. Some of the residents of the proposed apartments will be Petalumans who have problems. We have a community responsibility to provide for all our citizens and can’t simply ship those who require special considerations to Elsewhere.  

Neighbors of undesirable (less desirable) uses just want them gone.  There’s no movement to help the council find an acceptable location, just, “Get it away from me.” It’s human nature.

I think the council is going to make the best decision, based on the circumstances.  The location, on Petaluma Blvd., is on a main arterial and not tucked away in the middle of an existing neighborhood.

If there might be problems with the residents of this project, being right next to the police station is about the best location you could ask for.

An interesting factor in this decision will be new councilmember, former mayor Clark Thompson, who appears to favor the project.  Mayor Glass was worried that whoever was appointed to the council vacancy left by Councilmember Canevaro would be an unelected appointee who could provide a decisive vote on contested issues.  And lo and behold, it happened.

Except that in this case it means the vote will go in favor of the action Mayor Glass supports.  So much for Clark Thompson being a tool of the council majority who appointed him.

I have a difference of opinion with those council members who think the land should be used for expanding the police station.  My thought is if any extra police are hired they should be the type of officers who will be out on patrol and not needing space in the station to do their work.

The city seems to be in an expansive mood despite the shortage of funds. Last week’s paper also reported that the Water Office, located on McDowell in the southwest corner of Lucchesi Park, has been torn down to make room for a replacement building.  It was kind of a shacky building.  However, the previous 1100 square foot building will be replaced by a 13,000 square foot one. That’s a big jump.

The rational is that Water Dept employees have increased from 10 in 1950 to 30 today. Still 13,000 square feet seems a lot. As with the Police Department, I thought most Water Department employees were, or should be, on the road most of the time.

Perhaps, because the Water Department has unlimited funds available from our bimonthly water and sewer payments, money is no object.  This is an area where community oversight might be warranted under the rationale that when government has access to “other peoples money” these “other people” need to look out for their interests.

Since getting my last sewer bill, I’ve taken a greater interest in the Water Department. My annual sewer bill has more than doubled since 2000.  It’s scheduled to keep going up until 2006.  Perhaps we should care how much it will cost us for the new sewer treatment plant, recycled water program, modernization of the west side sewer system and any water/sewer related projects.  All projects related to these programs will end up on our water and sewer bills.

What’s sewerage to some is revenue to others.

