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10/27/04

Returning from our annual visit to New England to see family and the fall color, I found several Argus issues brimming with topics to comment on.

*********

I didn’t realize it was such a big deal, but our area of town has been treated to a modified version of single stream pickup of our recyclables for a long time.  

One morning about a year ago, I looked out the window and saw the Waste Management recyclable pickup driver throwing my separated recyclables all into one bin on his truck. I could see that this truck had only a two-bin scoop and couldn’t have separated my recyclables into metal, glass and paper if he wanted to.

After watching this happen for several weeks, I stopped separating them and it made no difference.  In how much of the city and for how long has this been happening?  While the council argues about trash service, perhaps the company has just taken it upon itself to go to single stream.  Has anyone else noticed this?

 ***********

My colleague Don Bennett’s column on naming things got my attention because of my namesake Balshaw Bridge.  I agree with his thought that people who donate the land or money for a public place or facility deserve naming rights for that place. But I have a differing view on the selection of names for other facilities.

In a nutshell, I believe other places should be named for a living Petaluman whose actions in serving Petaluma are notable, commendable and/or recognized by the town.  This naming however should only be for the duration of that person’s life.  The place or facility should then be renamed for a then current notable Petaluman.

It’s been very gratifying to experience the honor of having the Balshaw Bridge named for me because of my efforts to get a bridge placed there. But why not, when I’m gone, let some other Petaluman be honored and enjoy that honor while he or she is alive? Think about it.  It beats posthumous honors.

Following up on that, the palm tree in the A St. parking lot should be named for Don Bennett.  This tree was slated to be cut down when the lot was being built to provide one or two more parking spaces.  Don lobbied, cajoled and even threatened to chain himself to the tree to save it. He saved it.

So, for as long as there is a tree or a Don Bennett, why not give him a well-deserved honor?

  **********

I was surprised to see what appeared to be a political hit piece against Mike O’Brien published as a guest commentary.  How did that happen? The principal reason for this person’s (a member of Petaluma Tomorrow which supports the ideology of several of O’Brien’s principal council opponents) indignation was that O’Brien left a meeting where the Mayor had placed a discussion of the Rohnert Park casino on the agenda.

It should be noted that the City Council has a rule for public comments that the comments have to address a subject or action that is within the “jurisdiction of the council.”  A Rohnert Park land use issue isn’t within our council’s jurisdiction and I believe the council members had no duty to listen to what was probably a stacked audience anyway.

What I find interesting in these elections (from national down to local) is how much of the rhetoric is designed to get the public to vote AGAINST someone.  If people can’t find anything good to say about those they presumably support their only option is to try to smear those they oppose. This in itself says something about the critic’s choices.  

Should we follow the advice of these negative people who turn elections into mud slinging events or vote against their choices?        

