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As I write this, we think the elections are over.  But, maybe not.  Local council candidates have been certified but the results on Measure M, the quarter cent transportation sales tax is still up in the air until all absentee ballots are counted.

This is the county’s fourth try for a transportation tax and may be the last.  If it fails, it won’t be rerun in 2006, as there’s a promise to place a quarter cent “rail only” transportation sales tax on that ballot.  If this present joint tax measure doesn’t pass, it’s unlikely a stand alone rail tax in 2006 will pass either.  And, if a stand alone rail tax isn’t passed, those supporting a rail tax won’t permit a highway only tax to pass after 2006.

Our local council races were enlightening if not exciting.  Our newcomer, Karen Nau, was able to garner more votes than incumbent O’Brien while spending significantly less money.  This calls into question again the lack of any significance of Measure R, the campaign finance item.

What’s the significance of “R” if a newcomer with less money gets more votes than a highly financed incumbent?  The public has been fooled again to vote for a seemingly anti-politician ordinance.

This brings to mind the other Petaluma measure, Measure S, the advisory vote on Rainier.  The ink isn’t dry on this measure which passed with 72% of the vote, when Councilmember Torliatt is indicating there needs to be more study of alternatives.  So much for campaign promises to listen to the voters.

On a much larger scale, looking at the Red State/Blue State national map appalls me.  It seems to show two different countries.  But with further thought this is misleading.

It should be noted that the presidential vote itself split the country only 51% to 48%. That’s not really too bad.  The geography of the voting however seems to show densely populated areas to be more Democratic leaning and rural areas to be more Republican leaning. This could be significant.

Rural people living apart from their neighbors could tend to be more self-reliant with an every man for himself viewpoint.  Urban dwellers on the other hand, living under more concentrated circumstances, can’t help but be more aware of community problems and more aware that these problems affect everyone.

Other than traffic congestion, rural areas probably have mzny of the same problems as urban areas but are just not as aware of them.  Isolated family illnesses and dysfunction aren’t as likely to be reported in the news.  Violence and poverty might not be as noticed in a rural community.

All this might be simply a function of how much media attention these issues receive in rural areas.

Don’t give up on the U.S. just because of what the Red and Blue maps show.

With the election over, I’m looking forward to our council moving the General Plan ahead and beginning to include the community in its deliberations on the big box center at Kenilworth.  The General Plan has all the necessary internal models ready and just needs the City Council to determine which land uses to plug into those models.

Our council doesn’t have to wait until then however to make use of these General Plan models.  The surface water runoff model will settle the question once and for all about building in the flood plain.  I don’t understand the council’s hours of haggling about that when the engineering answer is readily available.

The same goes for how much traffic congestion the Kenilworth big box center will create on Washington and elsewhere both with and without Rainier.

We’ve had the election. The council makeup is essentially unchanged for ideological purposes. Let’s get them to work.

Congratulations to new Councilmember Nau, I hope she doesn’t feel it necessary to hold back on her comments just because she’s new.

I’m sorry to see Councilmember Moynihan leave.  His interest and focus on finances served a valuable purpose.  He surely caused street repair to be speeded up.               

