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In my last column I was pretty harsh on the people doing street reconstruction.  Well, much has improved since then.  Most of the sections hazardous for bicycles have been smoothly paved and there seems to be much work being done on traffic signals. I guess I was just too impatient.

I’m still grumbling about the short left turn lane on Washington east bound at Sonoma Mountain Parkway, but that’s balanced by the city putting back the right turn lane on Washington west bound at McDowell.  This turn lane had been eliminated to provide for a short bicycle lane at that point.

Lakeville is open again between Washington and Petaluma Blvd North.  The work done on the railroad crossing shows how smooth a railroad crossing can be.  Let’s hope it inspires someone on the council to call for the same treatment at the Washington and D St. railroad crossings.

With Measure M passing, perhaps there will be funds to do that kind of improvement.  So far, railroad crossing improvements have only been done when someone other than the city can be required to pay for the work.

The awkward argument between the city and the downtown merchants regarding the garage should be simply settled.  The city has to be responsible for security (public safety) in a city owned structure and should also shoulder the costs for any major mechanical repairs.  The police are already on the payroll and, like at 7-11’s, security cameras will deter most crime.  The merchants should be willing to arrange and pay for day to day cleaning and graffiti removal to maintain the garage as a positive image for their customers. To minimize police responsibilities they should also arrange for the locking and unlocking the garage daily.  That’s my opinion anyway.  

While the new apartments on Washington at the river have obscured the view of Sonoma Mountain, they will provide needed housing for some of our citizens.  I’m somewhat disappointed to hear that people from other Sonoma County cities may be given preference over Petalumans for these apartments.  Our city provides the most units of affordable housing of any city in the county. Why shouldn’t our own citizens receive priority consideration?  Maybe I’m mistaken on this, I hope so.

The situation between Lowe’s and Yardbirds is a bit uncomfortable.  I don’t favor big chains coming into a community and harming smaller, local businesses. But, I have to remember that before Yardbirds came to Petaluma, Homeowner’s Lumber on the Blvd and Ace hardware in the Petaluma Plaza were going concerns.  Now, they’re both closed.  

Perhaps the cost to us for “everyday low prices” is the continuing loss of more local businesses.  I presume the city study on retail sales tax leakage that is supposed to justify big box stores at Kenilworth also addresses the impact such development will have on the “historic, small town” we love.  Let’s hope that in order to maximize tax revenues for the city we don’t destroy what it is that makes Petaluma a special place.

In the field of public planning, there is a factor called “lead time”.  This is the time between when the plans are made public and the time a decision will be made by the approving body.  This is the limited time those not privy to the actual planning process have to amass any arguments they have for changing the plans before approval. Most planners, and policy makers, try to make this time as short as possible to minimize the time citizens have available to argue for changes in the plans.

A prime example of the use or misuse of lead time in the public process was when the Congress was given a several thousand-page proposed budget only hours before they would have to vote to approve it.

I’m concerned that big box development on the Kenilworth property and the vacant land north of Kmart will become local examples of short lead times.  

