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Where did this water shortage problem come from all of a sudden?  It seems to have appeared out of the blue during the last two or three months.  Was no one aware of it until then? Might somebody benefit from a water problem?





This reminds me of a time in Petaluma several years ago when a measure was put on the ballot to provide more money for the Police Department.  All of a sudden we were overwhelmed with stories about the gang problem in Petaluma.  Then we were told that a large number of our officers were going to leave if the measure didn’t pass and provide them with a raise.





Well, the ballot measure didn’t pass and do you know what?, the stories about gang problems stopped and we never heard about any unusual number of officers leaving Petaluma.  Since then, I tend to be suspicious whenever “problems” arise just before some arm of government wants to do something.





In the case of this water issue, the stories support conservation on one hand and increased use on the other.  There’s also an Owens Valley/Los Angeles angle involving theft of water.  That’s because Rohnert Park has been using 2 million gallons per day (GPD) of water that’s allotted to Petaluma, which Petaluma didn’t previously need.  But Rohnert Park says they can’t give this water up because they’ve come to depend upon it.  This leaves Petaluma 2 million GPD short of what we need for future use.





You’d think that the net result of this would be that Rohnert Park couldn’t grow any more. Surprise, they’re planning to expand their urban boundaries to permit 4000 homes to be built.  How come they can’t give Petaluma back its water allotment but they can still expand?





Happening at the same time are plans to enlarge the water pipe from the Russian River all the way to Novato to permit more water to be sent to Rohnert Park, Petaluma and North Marin.  This seems to fly in the face of the latest stories that Sonoma County is running out of water.  If we are, how come the water district (whose Board of Directors are our Supervisors) hasn’t mentioned this to the North Marin water district or Rohnert Park?  How come, if we’re running out of water, they want to put in a bigger pipe?  





How come Petaluma’s City Council seems ready to go along with a larger pipe giving us the extra water we need because Rohnert Park won’t give us our allotment back and yet not even question how come there is extra water available to send to Marin?  By the way, this larger pipe will be funded by an increase in our water bill.  And to add insult to injury, if we conserve water (use less) we’ll then have to pay even more for each gallon to pay for the new pipe from the Russian river.





  You would think our City Council would say to Rohnert Park, “ If you can grow, you can give us back our water”.  Then we wouldn’t need a larger pipe and we wouldn’t have to pay more for water in the future.  Our Council’s concern for “the rate payer” seems to vary.  It seems they pick and choose when and where to represent the rate payer.





And no one has questioned why Marin, which is noted for its countywide “no growth” policies, needs more water.  Is it to permit the construction of more businesses which will then need workers from Sonoma County which will then congest highway 101 even more?  Remember, Marin was against widening 101 from the county line to Novato but is still trying to increase the number of people commuting from Sonoma to Marin.  Why are we so automatically ready to give them more Sonoma County water before 101 is widened and when we’re starting to talk about conservation?  





Maybe our City Council has the answers. Let’s find out.


