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The wheels of government institutions may seem to move slowly, but sometimes this is deliberate in order not to arouse the public’s attention.  Since December of 1994 I’ve written four times about the Petaluma School District’s plans to build a large new junior high on the east side and close the present Kenilworth junior high school.  It looks like the School Board is finally close to making a formal decision.  Informally, I believe they have already decided.





This decision should be of interest to five groups; the residents of the Riesling Rd. area, parents of children who will be attending elementary school in that area, parents of children living south of Washington who might otherwise attend the present Kenilworth Jr. High, parents of children who will attend Petaluma Jr. High and anyone who uses Washington St. 





The BIG issue here is whether a third, additional, junior high will be built in the northeast corner of the city north of the Santa Rosa Jr. College or whether it will be a replacement for Kenilworth junior high.  The location has already been set.  This decision could mean a lot to the groups named above.  If a third junior high is built, almost everyone will be happy.  If a replacement junior high is built instead, it could be much different.





First, a third junior high would have an attendance of around 600 students. This is the model for a suburban junior high and what people moving into the area were told would be built.  But if a replacement junior high is built instead, it will have an attendance of nearly 1000 students.  This is more like a typical urban school.  This decision will affect traffic in the neighborhood, interaction between junior high and elementary school students in that area, those junior high students living south of Washington St., the number of students that the west side junior high will eventually have to accept and finally, traffic on Washington St.





The size of the school is important to the residents of Riesling Rd. because that will be the street used to bus or drive the students to school twice a day.  Students walking to school will also flood that neighborhood twice a day.





The decision is also important in relation to the number of teenagers that will be circulating near the elementary schools on both sides of town if there are only two large junior highs.





If there are only two schools, students on the east side from south of Washington will be between two and four miles from the school.  Students living between the freeway and the river will also be a long way from Petaluma Jr. High.





With the Urban Growth Boundary in place and the east side nearing buildout, most pockets of growth will now be in the central and western part of town.  This will impact Petaluma Junior High.





And finally, what will the present Kenilworth campus be used for?  The school district will want to sell it for the highest value use to maximize their revenue from the sale of the property.  That sure won’t be affordable housing or open space playing fields.  More likely a high traffic use of some kind. But nobody at the School District or City is talking, so who knows what might be planned.





If you were to ask the City, they would say there has been no formal request from the School Board yet.  If you were to ask the School Board, they would tell you there has been no decision made yet.  These are the key words, “no decision made yet”.





This can be viewed two ways. One, they’re not going to say anything until after the decision has been made and then it will be too late.  Or, two, if you want to be involved in the decision, there is still time to do something.





Don’t say you weren’t warned.





