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The way the papers are covering it, you’d think this “voter fraud” associated with Lafferty was a bank robbery.  It was really no big thing.





Whoa!! It was wrong you say.  Yes it was wrong and the people who forged signatures should be identified and punished.  But what would the absolutely, worst possible consequences have been if 100% of the signatures had been forged and not been discovered?  People would have had the opportunity to vote on something they may not have really cared about one way or the other.  What’s the big deal?  Can letting people vote on anything ever be bad?





Are people upset because the fraudulent signatures denied them an opportunity to vote on something?  Or because some people might have gotten to vote on something others didn’t want them to vote on?   





When there is voter fraud like you hear about in Chicago, where non residents or dead people are registered to vote in order to actually elect someone or pass or defeat some issue, that’s serious. In that instance, people who should have no say in the outcome of a particular election could be stealing an election from the legitimate people who either have to live with who was elected or maybe pay the assessment that was passed.  That’s serious.





Perhaps some of the people who were telling us we could have BOTH Lafferty and Moon are just a tiny bit embarrassed now that it seems the Moon ranch is gone forever.  Perhaps, by keeping the attention on the “voter fraud”, they think we won’t notice we were deceived?  Whatever the reason, think about whether or not you think this is such a big deal.  And, if you do, let’s remember to maintain the same level of outrage about any other civil or criminal illegal acts that might come to light in the future.





There are a lot of other problems in town that could use some attention.  Our schools aren’t performing nearly as well as they could.  There are drug, gang and vandalism problems associated with some of our youth.  The homeless are still homeless and next winter there won’t be the National Guard Armory for them to sleep in.  There was a report of less meals being delivered to homebound seniors due to lack of resources.  And I’m sure you can list others.





But all these problems take doing something.  On the other hand some people can sit at home and cry, “Fraud, fraud, fraud” and expect the state to do something about it. It only takes several people continuing to ask questions to keep the story active.  Maybe they don’t know about the school, drug, gang, vandalism, homeless, or senior meals problems.





We’re witnessing another instance of making a mountain out of a molehill for no useful purpose.  Continual attention to almost anything will eventually convince many that it must be important, otherwise why is everyone always writing about it?





Maybe I should look at this type of “the sky is falling” issue in a more positive way.  There can’t be any serious problems in our lives if we can continue to get so excited over this one.  The news must be slow if the papers can continue to focus on this. 





Why not interview the newly elected Councilmembers and the holdovers and ask how differently the city will function with a new city manager? What degree of control does the Council intend to exert now that the charter changes affecting the City Manager position has been passed?  Will they wait until the Police Chief is ready to leave until they start looking for a new one?  Will they then extend this chief’s term with a personal service contract to cover the gap?





Will the new openness on the Council’s part extend to preparing the annual budget in spreadsheet form on a floppy disk available to everyone?  Will there be unlimited time for speakers now?
